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NEWSLETTER #11 
APRIL 1, 2015 
     

PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE 

Dear Willowgrove Families, 

Welcome to spring! It has been a busy 2015 preparing to move schools, making the move, and   

setting up the new building.  We are fully up and running, and it’s a great time for a break!   We wish 

safe travels to anyone going away on holidays next week.   It was wonderful to see so many families 

at 3-way conferences Thursday and Friday last week, and the excitement was high for voting on our 

school mascot/logo.   Official results haven’t been tallied yet because a few students still have not 

voted, but we hope results will be in by the end of the day today. 

Once we get back from spring break there will be many things happening at school.   This will  include  

a meeting to plan upgrades to the playground on April 13th,  a tour and open house for  future    

kindergarten students on April 23rd, and our celebration of Willowgrove School on Friday, May 1st. 

Our staff are still planning  what the May 1st day will look like, and we are working with the School 

Community Council on details, but it will be fantastic!   May 1st is likely to include an assembly during 

the day as well as a chance for students to showcase their culture and talents for others, and an 

evening event celebrating our school values of Excellence, Citizenship, Innovation and Community. 

We likely can’t call this the “official grand opening” of Willowgrove School, because certain politicians 

and dignitaries aren't available, but it will be a celebration of our opening and a chance to recognize 

the diversity within our school.   The “official grand opening” will come later this year. Please see the 

additional attachment with the newsletter email that gives more information about our student 

“identity fair” planned for May 1st. 

As we begin our preparations for September 2015, we anticipate an increase in student enrolment, 

but don’t have a firm grasp of how many more students might join us.   We are encouraging families 

in the community to register now for the fall to assist with staffing, student class placements, and 

additional orders of furniture, textbooks, and other resources.   Please let your friends and neighbors 

know they can register any time for their children to join Willowgrove School in September. 

Please be aware that we are experiencing technical issues with our computer and phone system 

periodically.   The Ministry of Education allocated the minimum amount of “bandwidth” to               

Willowgrove School, meaning when our students use the laptops and ipads, the amount of available 

internet is maxed out.   This slows our computers down significantly and causes the phones to cut in 

and out.   Apparently people at the other end of the phone can hear us, but we can’t hear you.   Our 

school division is fully aware of this problem, and it happens at other schools in the city as well.      

Unfortunately at this time the Ministry of Education is unwilling to increase the bandwidth available 

to schools.   If you are having any problems contacting the school during these times of high internet 

use ,please try again until you get through with a clear connection. 

 Have a wonderful spring break, we look forward to seeing you soon! 

Willowgrove School 
805 Stensrud Road 

Saskatoon, SK 
S7W 0M9 

 
Phone: (306) 683-7970 

Fax:  (306) 657-3979 

SCHOOL DAY: 
Start: 8:40 a.m. 
Recess:  10:25 a.m.-10:40 a.m. 
Lunch: 11:33 a.m. –12:23 p.m. 
Recess:  2:07 p.m.– 2:22 p.m. 
Dismissal:  3:15 p.m. 
*3:00 p.m. on Thursday* 



Dates To Remember 

Thursday, April 2: Hot lunch order forms due  

Friday, April 3:   Good Friday holiday 

April  6 – April 10: Spring break no school this week 

Monday, April 13: First day back after Spring break 

Monday, April 13 : Playground Improvement Meeting 7pm in the 

   LRC at Willowgrove 

Thursday, April 16: Boston pizza hot lunch today 

Friday, April 17:  Year book consent forms due 

Thursday,  April 23: Kindergarten school open house for fall 2015 

   from 4:00 pm—5:30 pm 

Friday, May 1:  Celebrating Willowgrove Assembly and   

                                                Evening Event—more information to come 

 

 Kindergarten Open house/Tour 

Thursday April 23, 2015  from 4:00 p.m.—5:30pm   

This is an opportunity for kindergarten families starting in 
the fall of 2015 to take a tour of           
Willowgrove School, see the                
kindergarten classes, and meet the 
teachers. 

This is an informal open house. The   
kindergarten sneak peek will take place 

May 22, 2015 at 1:00pm.  

Invitations and details about the sneak 
peek will be sent later in the spring. 

Registration Fall 2015 
 
We are now accepting fall 2015  
registrations for  new K-8 students. 
Please come into the Willowgrove 
office and fill out your registration 
form  Monday—Friday from 8am till 
4pm (closed spring break). 
Families, please share this            
information with anyone you know 

who is wanting to register a new student at Willowgrove 
School. This will assist with staffing and student class 
placements as we get ready for September. Thanks!! 

Updated fall 2015 
registration forms have 
been posted on the 
Willowgrove School web 
site for the before 
and after school    

program operated by Boys and Girls Club. 

As a reminder to current families, students 
must be accompanied by parents when in the 
hallways in the morning and after school.   
Students can’t be left to walk to and from the 
bootroom unattended. Please remove wet and 
muddy footwear, and accompany your children in 
the school. Thank you for your help with this. 

Earth Day  Neighborhood Cleanup 

April 22 10 a.m.- 3 p.m. 

The Willowgrove University Heights         
Community Association 
(WUHCA) is planning an 
earth day neighborhood 
clean up on April 22, 2015. 

This event will begin at 10 
a.m. in Willowgrove square or 
possibly Wallace Park.  A 

tent will be set up with refreshments and 
snacks for those helping out. 

Any volunteers are welcome to join in. 

See you April 22, 2015! 

 
We have students and staff in 
the building with life        
threatening nut allergies. 

Please do not bring any       
products to school that have 
nuts in them. 

School Year Book 

A Willowgrove 2014—2015 year book is in the works. 
Please return the permission form to your classroom 
teacher allowing your child to be included. We are hoping 
to include photos of all students at school, as well as a 
whole school photo to be taken later this spring. Order 
forms for the year book will be available at the end of 
April or early May. 



     Willowgrove Green Team 

‘Helping the Planet one green deed at a time!’ 

Earth Day is April 22nd, at Willowgrove School we try to make each day “Earth Day”!  Our schools ‘Green Team’ consists of 68 students 

in grades 2 and 3, who recycle our schools paper, plastic and drink containers.  There are many ways you can help keep our planet 

‘green’ at home and work, here are Earth Day Canada’s top ten ways to help the environment!

  

  Buy what you need, not what you want 

  Consider renting and borrowing things that are seldom needed 

  Buy used items from garage sales and second-hand stores 

  Replace incandescent light bulbs with LEDs 

  Use aerators on faucets and shower heads 

 

  Walk, cycle, car pool and use public transportation 

  When driving, reduce idling and maintain correct tire pressure 

  Consider car sharing programs or renting 

  Choose local and organic foods that are in season, and support local food producers 

  Eat less meat 

  Wash full loads of clothes in cold water and hang to air dry 

 

 

  For summer air conditioning, set your thermostat to 24°C or 25°C 

  For winter heating, set your thermostat to 19°C or 20°C 

  Install ceiling fans and programmable thermostats 

  Vacation, travel and work as close to home as possible 

 Take short showers instead of baths 

  Close water taps while brushing your teeth 

 Choose natural, non-toxic cleaning products 

  Make simple, natural cleaners with ingredients like vinegar, baking soda and 
 water 

 Donate, reuse and recycle items before throwing them into the trash 

  Harmful materials like chemicals, batteries, electronics, etc. should be 
                                                 taken to local hazardous waste depots or recyclers 
 

Make simple, natural cleaners with ingredients like vinegar, baking soda and water 

Don’t Discard 

Donate, reuse and recycle items before throwing them into the trash 

Harmful materials like chemicals, batteries, electronics, etc. should be 

 taken to local hazardous waste depots or recyclers 



Late French Immersion 

Have you always wanted to learn French?  It isn’t too late to start! 

Saskatoon Public Schools is proud to offer Saskatchewan’s only Late French Immersion Program.  It is a long term  program which 

begins at Grade 6 and continues through Grade 12.  All subject areas are taught in French except for English Language Arts.  In Grade 

8, the  Early and Late Immersion students join together into one program. 

In 2015-2016, Late French Immersion will be offered at École Alvin Buckwold School, École Forest Grove School and École Henry Kel-

sey.  Students and teachers from the Late French Immersion program will be visiting your child’s grade 5 classroom to present in-

formation about the program.  In addition to this, we welcome you to join us at one of the following parent information  evenings. 

Parent Information Evenings 

Rusty MacDonald Library– Monday, April 20, 7 pm 

École Alvin Buckwold School-Tuesday, April 21, 7pm 

École Forest Grove School– Wednesday, April 22, 7pm 

École Henry Kelsey –Thursday, April 23, 7pm 


