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NEWSLETTER #10 
MARCH  19, 2015 
     

PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE 

 

Dear Willowgrove Families, 

I can’t believe I work at Willowgrove School! It is the nicest elementary school I’ve ever seen, 

and I feel so privileged to come to work at such an amazing facility with our  wonderful staff, 

students, and families each day. I have to commend the staff for their incredible efforts moving 

out of  Forest Grove and Egnatoff, and getting things set up at Willowgrove so quickly. Now 

that we are moved in and getting settled, the staff have started working on three projects I want to 

make you aware of. 

School Colors and Mascot/Logo: 

All students have been discussing what it means to be a student at Willowgrove, reviewing our 

school values, and were asked to design a mascot or logo last week that represents our school. A 

group of staff will review the submissions and determine the top 3 proposals. At three way    

conferences on March 26th and 27th all students, staff, and parents will have a chance to vote on 

their favorite design and colors. The winning entry will be sent to Precision Screen Printing who 

will help finalize the mascot/logo and create a finished product. We will then work with         

Precision Screen Printing and our Home and School to organize a school clothing sale later this 

spring. 

School Yearbook: 

A group of staff, students, and parents are working with Friesen’s Yearbooks towards a         

2014-2015 school wide yearbook for Willowgrove School. In the near future we will be       

sending home a consent form for your children to be included. Shortly after will come an order 

form to reserve copies. Please be on the lookout for this information. 

Celebrating Willowgrove School: 

On Friday, May 1st we are planning a school wide celebration of excellence at Willowgrove 

School. Our staff and School Community Council are in the early stages of planning, but we 

want to celebrate the talents of our students and the diversity in the community. The day will 

likely include an assembly during the day and an evening event too.  Please mark your calendars 

and stay tuned for more information! 

 

Please take this as one final reminder about 3 way conferences next week, and to book a time to 

meet with your child and their teacher. We strongly value working with parents towards student 

success. That Thursday and Friday the grade 8 class will have coffee and donuts for sale, the 

voting will take place for the logo/mascot and school colors, there will be an information table 

about improving our playground, and there might be clothing samples to try for the clothing sale 

later this spring. It will be a lively time at Willowgrove School! 

 

Take care and stay in touch.  Shane Armstrong. 

Willowgrove School 
805 Stensrud Road 

Saskatoon, SK 
S7W 0M9 

 
Phone: (306) 683-7970 

Fax:  (306) 657-3979 

SCHOOL DAY: 
Start: 8:40 a.m. 
Recess:  10:25 a.m.-10:40 a.m. 
Lunch: 11:33 a.m. –12:23 p.m. 
Recess:  2:07 p.m.– 2:22 p.m. 
Dismissal:  3:15 p.m. 
*3:00 p.m. on Thursday* 



Dates To Remember 

 Friday, March 20:  Progress reports go home 

Friday, March 20: Willowgrove School Pajama Day 

Friday,  March 20: Indoor Relay Track Meet 

Saturday, March 21: Indoor Relay Track Meet 

Tuesday, March 24: Pita lunch 

 Thursday,  March 26: 3-way conferences after school 

 Friday, March 27: 3-way conferences in the a.m. ** No classes 

   for students all day. 

Wednesday, April 1: Day of Pink!  Wear Pink today!! 

Wednesday, April 1:   Home and School (6:30pm) and SCC (7:30pm) 

   meetings in the LRC at Willowgrove 

Friday, April 3:   Good Friday holiday 

April  6 – April 10: Easter Break no school this week 

Monday, April 13: First day back after Spring break 

Monday, April 13 : Playground Improvement Meeting 7pm in the 

   LRC at Willowgrove 

Friday, May 1:  Celebrating Willowgrove Assembly and   

   Evening Event—more information to come 

WET AND MUDDY BOOT REMINDER 

Parents and students please remember to  
remove your outdoor 
boots and shoes 
when they are wet 
and  muddy and you 
are entering the 
school.  

Thank you for help-
ing us keep our new 
school clean and tidy !  

Dressing for the Weather 
Please remind students to dress for the 
weather!  We expect students to be outside 
getting fresh air and playing at recess.  We 
have had a few warm days, but more cold 

days are surely on the way.  It’s not t-shirt weather yet! 
Students should bring outdoor clothing to school so they 
can be comfortable outside.   A recommendation is splash 
pants for younger students to stay warm and dry.  This  
includes appropriate footwear for wet and sloppy         
conditions.  As well, having a change of clothes in the 
backpack is always a good idea in the spring.  Our park has 
many wet areas, and more mud than we would like at this 
time.  Thanks!! 

Hello Parents, 

As you may know, I use stuffed animals in 
many facets of my counselling practice.  I am 
looking for donations of any small to medium 
sized “stuffies” that you may have sitting 
around staring at you. 

Please drop any  donations 
off at the front office. 

Thanks, 

Jeff Martin, M.Ed. 

School Counsellor 

 

Earth Day  Neighborhood Cleanup 

April 22 10 a.m.- 3 p.m. 

The Willowgrove University Heights         
Community Association 
(WUHCA) is planning an 
earth day neighborhood 
clean up on April 22, 2015. 

This event will begin at 10 
a.m. in Willowgrove square or 
possibly Wallace Park.  A 

tent will be set up with refreshments and 
snacks for those helping out. 

Any volunteers are welcome to join in. 

See you April 22, 2015! 

  



 

 

 

From the Board Table 

Highlights from the March 10, 2015, meeting of the Board of Education: 

At every meeting trustees hear about a Celebrating Excellence success story from within the division. At this meeting, trustees 

learned about the supports provided to enhance French language acquisition and how differentiating instruction to meet a variety 

of learning needs provides opportunities for all students. Students and staff from École River Heights School shared reading      

strategies with trustees. 

The Board of Trustees approved the calendar for the 2015-16 school year.  School will begin on Tuesday, September 1, 2015, with 

the final day for students on June 29, 2016. The calendar includes a five-day break for students November11-15, along with a two-

week break at Christmas, a full-week break in mid-February and the spring break that takes place during the final week of March. 

The 2015-16 school year calendar was developed in consultation with students, parents and staff.  The calendar is available on the 

Saskatoon Public Schools’ website. 

Trustees received an update on Willowgrove School.  Classes at the new school began on Monday, March 9, with almost 400       

students enrolled.  It was an exciting day for the Willowgrove community and our school division! 

Trustees reviewed the results of the community perceptions survey that involved 500 Saskatoon residents who do not have       

children attending school along with 200 members of the business community. The results of both the community and business      

surveys show that 87 per cent of respondents believe students in Saskatoon Public Schools receive a quality education. 

 

Reports of information presented at the meeting can be found on our website www.saskatoonpublicschools.ca. The next meeting 

of the Board of Education is Tuesday, March 31, at 7 p.m.  The public is welcome to attend. 

Before/After School Program 

Boys and Girls Club is running the program and things have started 
well.  The program will run out of the small gym, but at times they will 
move into the large gym, or be outside when the weather permits. 
There are a few procedures we need to establish around drop off  
and pick up.  

 Parents and students please remove wet and dirty footwear      
before walking into the building 

 Students should bring everything they need for dismissal to the program (jackets, backpacks, other 
clothes etc.) except their outdoor boots. 

 At the end of the day, when students are wearing their shoes at the program, they might need to 
get boots from the boot racks to go home.  Parents need to walk with children to the boot racks.  
We can’t have children unsupervised in the halls. The school is a construction site after hours with 
tradespeople on site.  Students should leave their shoes on the rack, then carry boots to the front 
doors.  

 In the morning, students can carry their boots to the boot rack, then get their shoes from the rack. 
Again if parents are bringing students into the building to drop off at the program, they need to 
walk their child to get their indoor shoes. 

 The most important part of these procedures is that parents are walking with students through the 
school, and that students are not left to wander the halls alone.  




