
 
 

November 27, 2014 

 

Dear families of the Willowgrove School community, 

In our continued effort to bring you timely information about the new Willowgrove School, Saskatoon Public 
Schools would like to provide an update on the construction and preparations taking place. 

As we have noted before, a number of important construction milestones must be met to ensure the facility’s 
readiness for students. Following a meeting with the general contractor last week, it became clear that these 
milestones would not be met until early in the new year. As a result, the school will not be opening on January 5, as 
we had originally hoped.  

It is anticipated that the school division will now take possession of the facility in early January. Approximately a 
month is required for the school division to ensure that equipment, furniture, technical requirements and staff 
resources are in place prior to the start of classes. We are now working toward opening the school for students in 
late January or early February. Since it is a shared facility between Saskatoon Public Schools, Greater Saskatoon 
Catholic Schools and the City of Saskatoon, we will work to begin classes at approximately the same time. 

While this delay in opening the new school means students will continue to attend Ecole Forest Grove or Dr. John 
G. Egnatoff schools for a few more weeks, both these schools currently offer safe, secure and comfortable learning 
environments for students. We want to ensure Willowgrove School will be ready to offer a similar learning 
environment for students and staff when we begin offering classes.  

We share in your disappointment that the school is not ready to open. We appreciate your continued understanding 
as we await the school’s completion. It is our hope that we can host an open house for all Willowgrove School 
families a few days prior to the school’s opening. We wish to provide an opportunity for students and families to 
explore the new school, talk to staff and become acquainted with this innovative learning space.  

We would like to commend our staff members at Willowgrove, Forest Grove and Dr. John G. Egnatoff schools, 
who have been steadfast in ensuring they are meeting the needs of all students. We are also thankful for the efforts 
of numerous staff members, contractors and stakeholders who are working towards a successful opening of the new 
school. 

The school division will provide another update to parents before the end of the year.  As we get closer to the 
school’s opening, detailed information about procedures for the start of classes in the new building and the open 
house will be shared with students and families. If you have questions, please contact Principal Shane Armstrong at 
306-683-7971 or by email at ArmstrongSha@spsd.sk.ca.  

Sincerely, 

The team at Saskatoon Public Schools 
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