
 

Willowgrove School Update – May 14, 2014 
 

With the end of the school year just around the corner, we want to provide you with an update on 
Willowgrove School.  

Based on the progress to date, our school division is certain Willowgrove School will not open in 
September. Our latest estimate for opening is from October 2014 to January 2015. Once construction of 
the facility is completed, time is still required for the school division to finish its preparatory work to 
ensure the facility is ready to accept students. Since it is a shared facility between Saskatoon Public 
Schools, Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools and the City of Saskatoon, both Willowgrove School and 
Holy Family School must open at the same time. This timeline will be clarified with another update to 
families in June.  

We will be activating the contingency plan for the start of the 2014-15 academic year. This plan will be 
used until the new school is ready to welcome students. The contingency plan is designed with students 
as the priority. The goal of the plan is to support student learning and foster the development of the 
Willowgrove School community. We want to ensure the school community is growing even before the 
school is ready.  

Contingency Plan 

x Starting in September, students will essentially start in their Willowgrove classes. Students will 
be in a classroom with their Willowgrove classmates that is led by their Willowgrove teacher.  

x Willowgrove classes will be split between École Forest Grove and Dr. John G. Egnatoff Schools. 
o Students in Kindergarten – Grade 3 will have their classes at École Forest Grove School. 
o Students in Grades 4 – 8 will have their classes at Dr. John G. Egnatoff School. 

x Once the school opens, classes will move to the new school but the relationship between the 
students and teachers will already be developed. This will cause minimal disruption to student 
learning by having connections already established within the learning and social environments.  

x All student and support services will be available to Willowgrove students, as well as specialized 
classes such as Music, Band, Physical Education and Arts Education. Principal Shane Armstrong 
and Vice Principal Kristin Siba will be working out of the two schools. 

x Willowgrove students will be a part of the school communities at École Forest Grove School and 
Dr. John G. Egnatoff School, allowing them to take part in school-wide activities. 

x We will also ensure all Willowgrove students and families gather periodically for planned 
activities to continue building the spirit and culture of the school.  

 



Transportation 

For the contingency plan, Willowgrove students will receive transportation to École Forest Grove School 
and Dr. John G. Egnatoff School.  

Saskatoon Public Schools is committed to transporting families on the same bus to school. This means 
that if a family has a child in Kindergarten and another in Grade 4, both students will get on the same 
bus. The bus will drop off at one school followed by the other.  

Busing will only be available for Willowgrove students attending school with their Willowgrove class at 
either École Forest Grove or Dr. John G. Egnatoff schools.  If a Willowgrove student chooses to attend a 
different school until the new school opens, the student’s family is responsible for the student’s 
transportation to and from school.  

For Evergreen families, students can enroll in Willowgrove classes if they are planning to attend the 
school when it opens. Evergreen families will still be provided with transportation to Silverspring and Dr. 
John G. Egnatoff schools. 

The contingency plan does not affect transportation for French Immersion students.  

Registration 

If you haven’t done so already, please register with or state your intentions to the school you are 
planning for your child to attend in September. This will assist all our schools in the northeast with 
regards to staffing and planning for the new school year. 

To register at Willowgrove School, registration forms can be accessed online or can be picked up at any 
school. The form can be submitted by email or dropped off at your neighbourhood school. 

Consultation and Updates 

We will be holding an information meeting on Tuesday, May 20 at 7 p.m. in the École Forest Grove 
School Library. At this meeting, the contingency plan will be discussed and there will be a detailed 
presentation from the architects regarding the new school’s interior design and finishes. There will also 
be an opportunity for you to ask questions.  

Principal Shane Armstrong is providing regular, comprehensive updates about the school and planning 
meetings on the school’s website. Mr. Armstrong is also providing email notification regarding upcoming 
meetings. To be added to this mailing list, please send an email to WillowgroveSchool@spsd.sk.ca or call 
306-683-7970.  Saskatoon Public Schools will continue to provide pertinent information directly to 
families.  

We understand a delay in the opening of the school is an inconvenience for many families and a 
disappointment for all. Thank you for your continued support and understanding as we work together to 
develop a marvelous new school community.  

http://www.spsd.sk.ca/school/willowgrove/About/Registration/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.spsd.sk.ca/school/willowgrove/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:WillowgroveSchool@spsd.sk.ca
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